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LIVING, D1 


WHEN SHOULD KIDS HAVE 
CELLPHONES AT SCHOOL? 


INMATE CARE 


Fulton, Morehouse 
split over jail deaths 
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SPORTS, C1 


HOW BRAVES’ NEW GM 
ENDED UP IN ATLANTA 


Akiyoshi Metts (left) is comforted by her aunt Carla Butler at the site of her mother’s grave on Monday in 


Palmetto. Her mother, Ligwenda Renee Metts, died at the Fulton County Jail on Oct. 18. “It’s disgusting 
what they did to my mom,” Akiyoshi Metts said. “They neglected to give her help.” CONTRIBUTED BY JOHN AMIS. 


County blames medical school, firm after 5 die. 


By Rhonda Cook 
rcook@ajc.com 
and Arielle Kass 
akass@ajc.com 


One inmate committed suicide 
in August. Two more followed 
on a single day in September. All 
three were believed to be in with- 
drawal from opioid addiction. 

In October, two inmates died 
within eight days of each other. 
One was a diabetic man whose 
glucose levels were spiking. The 
other was a woman who com- 
plained of trouble breathing and 
died soon after, naked on the 
floor of her cell. 

The five deaths at the Fulton 
County Jail came within 75 days 


RUSSIA INVESTIGATION 


FULTON JAIL DEATHS 

Inmate Date of 
death 

Shannon Aug. 12 

Thompson 

Vincent Williams | Sept. 17 

Bobby Fields Sept. 17 

Ligwenda Renee Oct. 18 

Metts 

Willie Green Oct. 26 


of each other. Officials are plac- 
ing the blame on the Morehouse 
School of Medicine and Tennes- 


see-based Correct Care Solutions, 
who were together awarded a 
multi-million-dollar contract to 
provide health care for the jail’s 
2,800 inmates. 

Fulton County has notified Cor- 
rect Care Solutions and subcon- 
tractor Morehouse that their con- 
tract would end on Dec. 31. The 
county commission is scheduled 
to vote on the issue at a meet- 
ing today. 

But officials have made clear 
who they think is responsible. 

In an Oct. 30 termination letter, 
Fulton purchasing director Felicia 
Strong-Whitaker wrote that the 
only connections between the 


Jail deaths continued on A5 


Sessions denies lying about Russia 


Chaos, fatigue may have 
clouded 2016 memories, 
attorney general says. 


By Eric Tucker 
and Sadie Gurman 
Associated Press 


WASHINGTON — Attorney Gen- 
eral Jeff Sessions on Tuesday dis- 
played a hazy memory of the 
Trump campaign’s discussions 
about and dealings with Russians 
in the 2016 election, denying he 
ever lied to Congress about those 
contacts but blaming the chaos 
of the race for fogging his recol- 
lections. 

During more than five hours of 
testimony to Congress, Sessions 
sought to explain away appar- 
ent contradictions in his earlier 
accounts by citing the exhaust- 
ing nature of Donald Trump’s 


F 


upstart but surging bid for the 
White House. He also denied 
under repeated questioning from 
Democrats that he had been influ- 
enced by Trump. 

But after saying under oath 
months ago that he was unaware 
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THE ATLANTA FALCONS SUB =r 


Sweet maple-flavored chicken tenders, bacon, 
sriracha mayonnaise, and peach preserves. 
Available for a limited time only. 


publix.com/FalconsSub 
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Attor- 

ney Gener- 
al Jeff Ses- 
sions tes- 
tified for 
more than 
five hours 
before the 
House Judi- 
ciary Com- 
mittee on 
Tuesday. AL- 
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of any relationship between the 
campaign and Russia, Sessions 
acknowledged for the first time 
that the arrest of a low-level cam- 
paign adviser reminded him after 


Sessions continued on A4 


NATION & WORLD, A4 


WORTH COUNTY 


HOW GOP REVIVED EFFORT 
TO KILL HEALTH LAW MANDATE 


Drug search 
settlement: 
$3 million 


850 students in S. Ga. 
who were searched 
would get money. 


By Brad Schrade 
brad.schrade@ajc.com 


A southwest Georgia sheriff’s 
order to conduct an invasive drug 
search of hundreds of students at 
Worth County High School will 
cost $3 million under a proposed 
settlement announced Tuesday 
in a federal civil rights lawsuit. 

The settlement will go to 
approximately 850 students who 
were at the school on April 14 and 
subjected to the search ordered by 
Worth County Sheriff Jeff Hobby. 
The sheriff ordered his depu- 
ties to lock down the school as 
they subjected the entire student 
body to drug searches. The boys 
and girls were ordered to leave 
their classrooms and line up with 
their hands against the wall and 


GOVERNOR’S RACE 


legs spread. Dep- 
uties searched 
their clothing 
and bodies, 
and some stu- 
dents said they 
felt sexually 
violated by offi- 


WorthCounty cers. No drugs 
Sheriff Jeff were found, and 
Hobby the case drew 


national head- 
lines because of 
the bizarre nature of the search. 
“We hope that this multimil- 
lion settlement will send the mes- 
sage to law enforcement officials 
everywhere that abuse of power 
will not be tolerated,” said Mark 
Begnaud, an Atlanta civil rights 
attorney who represented the 
students alongside the Southern 
Center for Human Rights. 
The $3 million settlement is 
pending approval in federal court, 


Settlement continued on A7 


Republican hopefuls 
race to woo the right 


Candidates work to 
appeal to conservative 
voters before next year. 


By Greg Bluestein 
gbluestein@ajc.com 


Republican candidates in Geor- 
gia routinely race to the party’s 
right flank, but the leading con- 
tenders in next year’s GOP race 
for governor have set a new pace 
as they try to outdo each other 
with attention-grabbing moves 
a year from the vote. 

Lt. Gov. Casey Cagle opened a 
nasty feud with the liberal strong- 
hold of Decatur, and he relayed 
every twist and turn of the fight 
to his supporters with campaign 


SPORTS, Cl 
Bulldogs willneed 
ashort memory 


Mecole Hardman had a stellar 
game against Auburn. But the 
result, along with a muffed 

punt, must be put behind him. 


updates. 

Georgia Secretary of State 
Brian Kemp harrumphed about 
a legal advisory that cleared the 
way for cheerleaders to kneel 
for the national anthem, and 
he blasted reports critical of 
his office’s role in a lawsuit as 
“fake news.” 

And state Sen. Michael Wil- 
liams has unloaded an arsenal of 
appeals aimed at proving he’s the 
most ardently conservative can- 
didate, from raffling off a device 
like one used in the Las Vegas 
massacre to leading a protest 
against a teacher who disciplined 
students for wearing a pro-Don- 
ald Trump T-shirt. 


Candidates continued on A5 


METRO, B1 
ARenaissance for 
South Fulton looms 


Seeking a rebirth, the city of 
100,000, which formed in May, 
will henceforth be known as 
Renaissance. 
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